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WORDS FROM THE BISHOP | 


chs Greetings to all in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! 


W: have just passed a special month called 
“Chung Yun” Festival, a festival of “all 


souls” or “ghosts”. It was told that in this month 
all the souls will be released from an under- 
ground prison. Therefore most Chinese stopped 
getting married or buying houses or cars that 
month. It was a quiet month for business because 
people were in fear of the ghosts. The 2000 
Years Gospel Association in Taiwan encourages 
all the churches in Taiwan to use that occasion to 
share the good news of peace to our people. In 
Christ, we are not terrified by ghosts. In fact, this 
was a good opportunity to contrast the local 
culture and tradition with the Christian gospel, so 
that the foreign-ness of Christian gospel may be 
reduced. This makes the Christian gospel more 
acceptable to our people. 
e are now headed for the mid-autumn 

WV cee called the moon festival, in which 
Chinese enjoy eating moon cakes. The round 
moon is the main symbol for this occasion. It 
means harmony, especially in family life. In our 
time family life has become so fragile. Moon 
festival always reminds us of the importance of 
family reunion. The famous poet Li Pei’s poem is 
most pertinent: 
“Raise up your head and watch the bright moon, 
Lower your head and miss your family.” 
i" July we sent a team of seven delegates to 

attend the 72nd General Convention of the 
American Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, 
USA. We are one of its overseas dioceses. We felt 
great pleasure to participate in these momentous 
events - the acceptance of the Concordat with the 
Lutheran Church and the election of the Presiding 


Bishop. We very much enjoyed Philadelphia’s 
new and beautiful convention center, the Chinese 
foods not far from the center, and especially the 
hospitality the Diocese of Renssalear offered to 
us. 

e are very grateful to Ed and Patti 
Week for their loving care and 
leadership to this diocese. We pray that they will 
have a blessed retirement. We also express a 
wholehearted welcome to our new presiding 
bishop, Frank Griswold. We will support him in 
his every capacity and hope that he can come to 
visit us soon after his inauguration. 

am very excited to ordain Deacon Elizabeth 

Wei and her husband, Deacon Peter Chen to 
the priesthood. Both of them serve this diocese 
with their full capacity. They are non-stipendiary. 
Peter is the head of Taiwan Railway Administration 
. Though he is very busy, he made time to study 
and read in order to fulfill the requirements of the 
Diocese to be ordained. They are great examples 
of God’s servants. Peter shows us how to be 
God’s servant in public affairs. 

ugust 1, there was a great change in the 

AS posts in Taiwan. In fact, there has not 
been such a large change in the past ten years. 
Dean Michael Liu was transferred to St. Timothy 
Church , Kaohsung. He is going to build a new 
church on the piece of landwhere St. Paul’s clinic 
is located. Rev. Samuel Lin was appointed as new 
Dean of St. John’s Cathedral. Rev. Elizabeth Wei 
was appointed priest-in-charge of Good 
Shepherd’s Church and Rey. Lennon Chang was 
appointed the acting chaplain of our school and 
deacon in charge of Advent Church, Sinpu. 


n less than four years time, four priests (we 
have 14 total) in the south will retire. Thank 
God, we will have just enough new clergy to fill 
the future vacancies. At this time we have three 

graduates from the seminary and three present 
seminarians. We hope there will be a few more 
seminarians next year. All the seminarians have 
to go through a long process of discernment 
before they are accepted by the Holy Commission. 
Most of them have to be trained and observed 
under a designated priest at least one year before 
they are presented as candidates for Holy Order. 
We are very grateful to the Catholic Seminary 
for their willingness to accept our students and 
lovingly equip them for God’s mission. 


he Northern Deanery was founded this 

spring. We all acknowledge that deanery’s 
help implementing the team ministry. The 
Northern Deanery organized two groups of 
young people to hold summer school in 9 
churches in the whole diocese. They reached an 
enormous number of students. This is quite 
unusual and exciting for our diocese. 

hese are signs of hope for this diocese. We 

feel that God has already begun to move 
this diocese forward, which I believe is due to 
your prayers, for which we are most appreciative. 
We need you to keep us always in your prayers. 


[The Rt. Rev.] John C.T. Chien, Bishop 


GRISWOLD ELECTED NEW 


he Episcopal Church elected centrist Frank 
Griswold, Bishop of Chicago, presiding 
bishop for the next nine years. As this convention 
enacted into Church law several major historic 
changes, they chose a man of prayer and 
concensus to lead them. 
he presiding bishop serves as the church’s 
eae pastor and executive officer. He 
“serves as president of the House of Bishops, 
president of the church’s corporate entity, the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, and 
president and chief executive of the Executive 
Council, which is charged with carrying out the 
programs and policies of the General Con- 
vention. Griswold will serve a nine year term 
rather than the 12 served by previous presiding 
bishops. This is one of the new changes in canon 
law. 
he presiding bishops specific responsibilities 


include developing policy and strategy for 
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the church, representing the church and the 
episcopate to the world, providing episcopal 
ministry to dioceses without a bishop, serving as 
chief consecrator at ordinations of bishops, 
visiting the church’s dioceses and reporting to 
the General Convention. Griswold is the tenth to 
be elected to the office. 

he election at Christ Church, site of the 

election of the church’s first presiding 
bishop in 1789, had special meaning for 
Griswold. He was born and raised in Bryn 
Mawr, a suburb of Philadelphia, and served 
three Philadelphia area parishes for 22 years 
before being elected Bishop Coadjutor of 
Chicago in 1984. 

riswold earned a B.A. degree from 
Ges , both the B.A. and the M.A. from 
Oxford, the M.Div. and the D.D. from 
General Theological Seminary and did additional 
work at Seabury-Western Theological 


Seminary. He was ordained Deacon 1962, Priest 
1963, and Bishop 1985. 

e met his wife Phoebe in the Church of the 

Redeemer, Bryn Mawr, Pa. where he was 
curate. He served as rector of St. Andrews in 
Yardley, Pennsylvania and St. Martins in the 
Field, Philadelphia, before becoming Bishop 
Coadjutor of Chicago. 

ishop Griswold is widely published on 
B theological matters and has served on a 
number of major national committees and boards. 

hoebe Griswold said, “For me, the greatest 

challenge of being a clergy wife is to identify 
your own spiritual life and then hold on to that. 
That takes a lot of work.” She is currently 
director of the Chicago office of the United 
Heifer Project International which provides farm 
animals and training in how to care for them to 
developing peoples. We understand relief work, 
she said, but we need to take seriously the lessons 
the Third World can teach us about how to help 
people for the long term. 

he Griswolds have two daughters. Hannah 

Griswold works as a fund-raiser for the New 
York Public Library, and Eliza Griswold Allen, a 
published poet, is studying for her Masters of 


A rchbishop Andrew Mya Han of Myanmar 
and his wife, Daw Dolly, visited the 
diocese July 1-5. He spoke to us about the 


Anglican Church and about life in Burma under 
the present regime. Archbishop Andrew spoke 
of Myanmar as a Socialist country with easy 
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access between it and the PRC. They have a 
§| population of 35,000,000: 5 % are Christians, 
: Anglicans number 55 


Fine Arts in Poetry at 


Columbia while 
her husband 
studies law at 
NYU. 
riswold 
Gi 
“A presiding 
bishop must 


be a minister 
of 
communion -~ 
and 
connection, 
and to hold 
up and 
interpret the 
diversity of 
our church in order that we might enlarge our 
sense of who we are and are called to be. In order 
to do this, the presiding bishop will have to listen 
with care to all the voices within the community.” 
\ ‘ J elcome, Bishop Frank Griswold, May God 

bless your leadership as we strive, in all 
our diversity, to become one flock. 


THE ARCHBISHOP OF MYANMAR 


250 priests. The Anglican Church rests on 4 
pillars: Prayer, Mother’s Union, Men, and 

Youth. Mother’s Union is very strong and a : 
significant force in each diocese. Women attend 
seminaries but none have been ordained as yet. 
Clergy are poorly paid-3,000 kyats/month. 

Some clergy are lucky enough to have bicycles. : 
Priests have a strong visiting role to parish : 


families. 
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CONCORDAT OF AGREEMENT 


by Rev. Peyton G. Craighill 


H Sse 10:16. Jesus said,” ... [have other sheep 
that are not of this fold: I must bring them 
also, and they will heed my voice. So there shall 
be one flock, one shepherd” . 
orking toward that goal the General 
Church of the Episcopal Church, USA, 

and the Churchwide Assembly of the Lutheran 
Church in America met. The Episcopal Church 
voted to adopt a Concordat of Agreement 
between these two church bodies. The ELCA 
voted 66.1% in favor, 33.9% against, failing to 
garner the required 2/3 by 0.6%. The ELCA did, 
however, pass two-resolutions to continue the 
discussions of the Corcordat with an eye to 
acceptance by the 1999 general conventions. The 
Concordat is the culmination of a process that 
began more than sixty years ago, in 1935. After 
such long, thorough planning what does this 
agreement say? 

irst, what the Concordat 1s not. It is not a 
Be of the two denominations into one 
church body. We will still maintain separate 
organizations and institutions. 

here will be two basic changes, bringing 

with them widespread implications. First, 
members of each church will be accepted by the 
other as full communicants. That means that 
if a Lutheran moves into a community where 
the most convenient church is Episcopalian, 
he will be accepted as if he were an 
Episcopalian, and vice versa. 
Second, and even more 
significant, the clergy of each 
American Church body will 
be able to serve in churches 
of the other body under the 


& 


same conditions and regulations as in their own. 
When bishops of one church are consecrated, 
bishops of the other will join in the laying on of 
hands. These two changes are the most important 
formal acts of the Covenent. From them will 
come many developments that will bring the two 
churches closer together. 
Re students in American seminaries of both 
churches will be required to learn more 
about the life and tradition of the others. 
Episcopal students will study the Augsburg 
Confession, Lutherans, the Book of Common 
Prayer. 
S econd, the two organizations will set up 
agencies that will work together to 
implement the agreement. For instance, the 
liturgical commissions of the churches will share 
much information and may grow in influence on 
each other. 
hird, although nothing official is being said, 
I'm sure that congregations of the two 
churches will find new ways to share in ministry. 
Do Lutherans and Episcopalians eat the same 
things at covered dish suppers? We may soon 
find out. 
ne flock and one shepherd - I don’s think 
O::. image implies that all the sheep in the 
flock have to be identical. Cloning is not good 
for the Church. The sheep in Christ’s flock will 
always come in different sizes and colors. 
@ As we work to serve the Lord in 
community, we will find that 
diversity is our greatest gift as we 
reach out to serve all sorts and 


\N conditions of people both inside 


and outside the church. 


\ X J hat influence will the Concordat have on cooperation. 


relations between Episcopalians and A: together we follow Christ, what is most 
Lutherans in Taiwan? No direct effect, because important to us is our shared vision of 
the Taiwan Lutheran Church is independent of mission. As Christ calls together sheep from all 
the Lutheran Church USA. My hope is that it folds and guides us forth, inevitably we will 
will indirectly stimulate our two denominations move towards becoming one flock under one 
to enter into closer mutual understanding and Shepherd. 


GOOD NEWS FROM GOOD 


SHEPHERD 


by Bruce Cockburn 


a form of Parish Ministry in which every 


, A es, there has been good 
news but, as usual, it follows 
bad news. Earlier this year 


the Rev. Andrew and 
Bronwyn Scott- 


Baptized member is a Minister and the clergy 
role is to help them, rather than be the focus 
around whom the people gather. | 
t the end of July, Deacon Lennon left to 

Brannigan returned fac up the role of Chaplain in St. John and 
to Australia. Since St. Mary School. He will be missed at Good 
Shepherd. The Rev. Peter , Elizabeth’s husband, 
joins our clergy staff and takes Lennon’s place. 
VG Kindergarten continues to thrive and a 


group of senior citizens meet regularly. 


then several 
priests have filled 
in. Bruce and 


Nola Cockburn came from New Zealand and 


will stay until the new English chaplain, the Thus all age groups are being catered for. 

Rey. Graham Doyle, arrives from Belgrade in Thanks be to God. 

Pty ST, TIMOTHY’S ENGLISH 
hanges have already taken place in the ; 

Ce congregation leadership. Since SPEAKING 


1996 Bishop John has been acting rector. CONGREGATION 


However, the Parish has been in the capable 


hands of the two Deacons, Rev’s Elizabeth Wei | cae Michael Liu has gone to Kaohsung 


and Lennon Chang, Elizabeth being Deacon-in- to serve as vicar of St. Timothy’s Church 


Charge. Lennon introduced a special youth which is under construction. One of his 

program in Taiwan which had its beginnings at specific mandates is to build an English 

Good Shepherd. speaking congregation there. Father Liu has 
ood Shepherd is also to be one of the extensive experience in this area having 

(ye trying out the concept of “Every developed this group at St, John’s Cathedral in 

Member Ministry”’ within the Diocese. This is Taipei and frequently preaching in English. 


ST. JAMES’S ENGLISH CONGREGATION 


he Rey. Peyton and Mary Craighill have 
returned to the USA after an intensive 
ministry with the English congregation in 
Taijung. Their stimulating after service 
discussions and luncheon explorations were great 
favorites of the English speaking community. 
Lay leaders will be responsible for services until 
the new chaplain arrives. 
n mid-August, St. James’s will welcome Miss 
Sarah-Ann Winkworth from the Church 
Missionary Society in England. She will be 
teaching in the Kindergarten and also teaching a 
Beginner’s English class for adults. She will be 
making friends in the community learning about 
Taiwan life and culture and the ministry of the 


Church here. 

he Rev. Steven Harrop will be arriving late 

October to take over the English chaplains 
responsibilities. He served four years in Hong 
Kong as Priest in Charge of an English speaking 
church, Chaplain to St. John’s College of the 
University of Hong Kong, and chaplain to the 
Filipino Fellowship at St. John’s Cathedral, Hong 
Kong. 

e had seven and a half years parish 
balaseean as curate and then incumbent in 
Oldham, Diocese of Manchester. He holds a 
diploma in Adult Education from Manchester 
University. His two sons, who are teenagers, will 


continue to live and study in England. 


ince the mid-nineteenth century various 
movements within the Christian Church have 
delved into the mind of Christ to make 
Christianity relevant to everyone. Many learned 
people have been involved. Gradually the church 
has come to see what Baptism should mean, 
where ordination fits into the ‘picture’, and the 
ways to follow Christ. 
uring the past three decades the Anglican - 
Episcopal Communion of Faith has looked 
at a number of options, among them one in 
particular variously named: Total/Mutual/Shared 
Ministry or Every Member Ministry or Ministry 
of all the Baptized. 
he background for this type of parish 


ministry can be found in the New Testament 


TOTAL OR MUTUAL MINISTRY 


by Bruce Cockburn 


history of the founding and growth of the Church 
[Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles]. Here we 
read of the Apostles going into a town or village 
preaching Christ Crucified and Risen in the local 
synagogue or market-place. Afterward a small 
gathering of interested people would meet for 
further talks with the preacher. When sufficient 
interest was aroused regular meetings for 
teaching and worship were established. In this 
way a ‘Church’ was formed, the Apostle 
delegated leadership, and left. 

ater contact by visits or letters [ some of 
i are the Epistles in the New 
Testament]. 

ishop John is proposing to introduce this 

Mutual Ministry into the Diocese. But don’t 


worry; it will not mean an upheaval in the life of 
our parishes. In fact most parishes in the Diocese 
of Taiwan already practice Mutual Ministry in 
some form. 

utual Ministry [as I prefer to call Total 

Ministry ] is a way of thinking and of 
ordering ministry that places the responsibility 
for the mission and ministry of the church in the 
local worshipping community. But the local 
people must understand that are not mere 
‘consumers’ or ‘supporters’ of ministry done by 
others on their behalf. 

owever, the mission and ministry of the 
ic Fae is never simply an expression of the 
local church. The Church’s mission is worked out 
in the whole Christian community across both 
time and space.. The local church represents the 
mission and ministry of the whole Church in the 
local area. 

ithin the Anglican Episcopal Church the 
Wee and the clergy licensed by the 
Bishop, are the representatives with oversight 
who keep the local community of faith in contact 
with the wider church. So ordained ministry 
reminds each part of the Church of how it 
belongs in the life of the whole as well as 
providing the link of the sacraments. Mutual 
Ministry is an appropriate option for a 
worshipping community. 
Pe ministry is Christ’s; every baptized person 

is an active participant therein, each 
according to her or his spiritual Gift. The main 
arena for Ministry is in the midst of daily life. 

his means that the ministry of the Laity is not 
just cleaning the brass and church, arranging 

the flowers, reading lessons and praying. The 
tasks of the Laity, whose Baptism calls them into 
the Ministry of all believers, will include 
organizing and operating the educational, 
pastoral, outreach, social and administrative work 


of the Parish. They will be the prime members of 
the Parish Ministry Team and will work with the 
Clergy. 

arishioners are to be Jésus’ closest friends 
Pr: followers, who have encountered the 
living God. Like the Apostles they will pass on 
by word and example how their lives have been 
re-shaped and become totally real. Then those 
who see will join them. To do this each Baptized 
member must be prepared to offer their divine 
Gifts [abilities, skills] of the Spirit in God’s 
service and for the spread of the Kingdom. Jesus 
calls us to this total commitment and set us the 
example. 


ST. JOHN’ S CATHEDRAL 
ENGLISH 
SPEAKING CONGREGATION 


he departure of Father Liu to Kaohsung 

and the arrival of Father Lin as Dean of the 
Cathedral are the big news. St. John’s has been 
blessed with many English speaking visitors 
this summer. They have represented every 
continent and many different countries. The 
Filipino presence in the largest group in regular 
attendance although Americans, Italians, 
Nigerians and Overseas Chinese living in 
Taiwan also regularly attend. The Cathedral 
serves as a community center for this group. 
Many members receive their mail at the 
Cathedral. Outings include Easter at Shirman 
Reservoir with Easter services held outside, a 
banquet at one of the park restaurants and 
traditional dances from several countries being 
shared by all afterwards. Buses were also 
chartered to take this group to the annual 
service for all the Diocesan parishes which was 

held at Good Shepherd this year. 


